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TI * ſhort notice the Author 
of the following diſcourſe had of 
the Priſoner's deſire to attend his preach- 
ing muſt be his excuſe for the many 
imperfections which will be found in it. 
A number of his friends thought the 
publication might be of ſervice. When 
he conſented to give them a copy, he 
did not ſuppoſe he had any right t to ob- 
trude another ſermon in the room of 
that which they requeſted. It appears 
therefore in it's original dreſs. May 
COD accompany ir Ic with his bleſſing ! 
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Luxe XXIII. 43. 


Th day ſhalt thou be with | me itt 
 Paradi Uh 


juſt light, and may-at the ſame time improve 
them to the purpoſes of REP I ſhall 9 
into the many. ys | 


T2 I may ſet theſe words before you in a 
t- 


Firſt, I ſhall briefly go over the fry 0 of which 1 
text is the concluding part. 5 


Secondly, I ſhall in explain the words 
now read, 


Thirdly, TI - ſhall take notice of ſome profizable 
leſſons we are tapght by them. | —_ 


Fourthly, ſhall ew char there is no reaſon, from | 
this inflance, for any to preſume on rhe mercy. of 
Goo, fo as to neglect, or defer their e 


1 mall then apply the whole. 


Firſt, I am briefly to go over the "hols tary « | 
which the. text is a wy 4 


On Land and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt was at this tim- 8 
on the croſs, bearing the fins of his people. To caſt 
the greater. "reproach upon him, they crucified two 
 thicyes, the one on his right Mg. the other Wy” 


b 4 , 
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his left; thereby intimating that he was the moſt 


enormous offender of the three. While che inhuman 
ſpectators were deriding and inſulting our Lord. 


* one of the malefactors railed on him, ſaying, if thou 
be Chriſt, ſave thyſelf and us.” The evangeliſt Mat- 

thew ſpeaks in the plural number, and ſo doth 
Mark, They that were crucified with him, reviled 
him.“ From whence many expoſitors ſuppoſe, that 
the thief, who atterwards expreſſed himſelf with ſuch 
penitence and faith, at firſt joined in this opprobrious 
and impious language ; but it 1s more probable, that 
the plural number is put for the ſingular in thoſe e- 


voangeliſts, an hebraiim frequently uſed in the ſacred 


writings, J and that we are to receive the account 
given by Luke as the moſt exact repreſentation ; - 
One of the malefactors railed on him.“ | 


But the other anſwering, rebuked him, ſayiag. 
doſt not thou fear God, ſeeing thou art in the ſame 
condemnation? and we indeed juſtly ; for we receive 
the due reward of our deeds ; but this man hath done 


| nothing amiſs.” Doſt not thou fear God, when thou 
art juſt going to give an account of the things done 
in the body before his awful bar? Doſt thou dare to 


add to the enormities of thy former life, the guilt of 


inſulting one who is like thyſelf ſentenced to die, and 


feels the ſame cruel tortures to which we are candem- 


ned. And as for our puniſhment it is juſt. Our crimes 
deſerve all the infamy and diſtreſs to which we are re- 
duced ; but this is an innocent man, who is only a vic- 


tim to enyy and malice ; he hath not done any thin 


-amils, he juſtly claims the character of Meſſiah, tho 


he doth not vouchſafe to give that proof of it which 
you inſolently demand, and though he is now ſuffer- 


ing as a criminal with us. Thus this poor malefactor, 
When he could do it in no other way, gives glory to 
| God by confeſſing his fins, and acknowledging the 


N They who deſire to ſee inſtances of tis may cohſult Dogs 
@ricge,* Macknight, Guy/e, and others, 


{ 


2 penitent Thi: BEINGS: » 5 


1 Juſtice of the puniſhment which be now ſoffered.; >. "ap 6 
at the ſame time confeſſes Jeſus Chriſt, thou be 
ſaw him in the moſt humble circumſtances, = obedi- 
ent to death, even the death of the croſs. 4 


60 And he ſaid unto Jeſus, Lon; remember me 
when thou comeſt into thy kingdom,” We ſcarce. 
find ſuch an inſtance of faith in the whole book of 
God ! Our Lord had been condemned by the Jewiſh 
Sanhedrim and the Roman Governor, he was now 
ſuffering as a malefactor, he was deſerted by bis own 
_ diſciples, reviled by the rulers and . of the 
people ; his external appearance was more like a, flare 
than like a Prince and a Saviour; yet, under all theſe. 
ignominious circumſtances, this criminal. owns, him as 
his Lord, believes that he had a kingdom beyond the 
grave, and looks to him for ſalvation in the future 
won N 


* 
, 1 
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| Some have been very ſollicitous to find out how 
this thief came to the knowledge of Chriſt, ſo as t 
own his exalted character, and ſubmit to hiür as wif 
and Chrift. Knowledge neceſſarily precedes faith. 
* How ſhall they believe in him of whom. they have 
not heard ? But though he was a thief, he might 
have had frequent opportunities of hearing Chriſt, 
before he was apprehended by authority; if not, he 
-might have heard of him from others, for the fame 
ol Jeſus, of his perſon, his pretenſions, and his mira- - 
cles, went through all the country; the ſight of Jeſus 
would naturally bring theſe things to mind; he mi hr! 4 
be affected with our Lord's patience under his ſuffer- 
ings, and his meekneſs towards thoſe who inſulteg 
and abuſed him; and the Spirit of God might, by hs 
ſecret energy, give him a new and transforming view 
of truths he had formerly heard with indifference, 
perhaps with contempt. It ſeems as if he muſt have 
. knawn ſomething of our Lord's character, or he could 
not have borne that teſtimony to his innocence, * this 


- 
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man hath done nothing amiſs.” But ones that 
his criminal bad never heard of Jeſus before, he 
heard enough this day, even from his enemies, to 
teach * our Lord aſſumed the character of the 
Meſſiah who was to come into the world, for they 
expreſly upbraided him with pretending to be the 
Chriſt, the choſen of God; and having, probably, been 
educated in the Jewiſh religion, he-was acquainted 
with the ancient prophecies, and the general expecta- 
tion there was of the advent of the Meſſiah; and from 
the excellent ſpirit which our Lord exhibited, and 
the very cruel and wicked temper diſcovered by thoſe 
who attended his crucifixion, he might conclude that 
for envy they had delivered him; and this evidence 
preſence to one, brought, by divine influence, to a 
appy ingenuity of remper, and readineſs'of mind to 
embrace truth, might be a rational foundation of faith. 
Eſpecially, if to all the reſt was added the preterna- 
tural darkneſs ſpoken of in the next verſe, and which 
ſome think was now begun, Whether we embrace 
one or the other of theſe opinions, the hiſtory menti - 
ons no expreſſion of regard to Chriſt, till the other 
thief railed on him ; we may therefore reaſonably con - 
clude that he never had believed till now : Convinced 
by our Lord's piety and goodneſs in ſuch a trying 
_ ſituation, and by the miraculous circumſtances which 
attended him, he addreſſes him in the language of 
a moſt noble and vigorous faith. © Lord; remem- 
ber me, when thou comet into thy kingdom. Nor 
is his faith more to be obſerved than his modeſty; the 
diſciples James and John, or their ambitious mother 
for them, petitioned that they might ſit, the one on 
the right hand, and the other on the left, in his _ 
dom, they could not be content without high 
ment. But this thief doth not ſoar ſo high; as he had 
; more juſt notions of the Meſſiah's kingdom, fo he had 
f more low thoughts of himſelf. © Lord; remember 
| me,“ is his humble requeſt. Let me not be caſt out— 
Let me be admitted, even when thou er alk 


: "WON 3 Vaan. 3 
V pentent Thief. 5 5 5 
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no more—aſſign me the loweſt place—it is enough 
this is as much as I can 54 for—it is ipfinitely. more 
than I deſerve —Thuis was the | 
ble penitent, full of faith and humility, and thus did 
divine grace triumph over the malice and wickedneſs 


. - 


of our Lord's enemies. But I come now to the 


Second thing propoſed, which was to explain the 

.anſwer of our Lord to the requeſt made him by the 

penitent believing thief. And Jeſus ſaid utito 
him, verily I ſay unto thee, To-day ſhalt thou be with 
me in paradiſe.” | a 

414% 264 ©: e Ini e238 hy. ris dat ode 
- Here are three things which need particular illuſ- 
tration. p 


- - Firſt, We are to enquire what we are to underftand 


rayer of this remarka- 


by paradiſe, into which Chriſt promiſes; this, humble 


penitent an admiſſion... The word originally ſignifies 
à pleaſant and delightful garden, and therefore the 
place where Adam. reſided before his -apoſtacy was 
called paradiſe by the ſews. It may properly be uſed 
for any place of delight; in our text it intends the 


receptacle of the ſpirits of ' juſt men made perfect, 


in the intermediate ſtate, or during their ſepatati- 
on from the body. To this bleſſed place the apoſ- 
tle Paul tells us he was caught up. F This para- 
diſe, many learned men 3 is diſtin& from the 
third heaven to which the apoſtle was alfo taken up, 9 
and where God hath fixed his throne, and diſplays his 
glory more illuftriouſly than he doth any where elſe, 


+ what our Saviour intends when he ſays, Thou ſhalt 
be with me in paradiſe.” This paſſage is a full con- 
futation of that abſurd opinion, which ſome of tbe 
ancients entertained, that Chriſt deſcended into hellt 
the place of the damned. When our Saviour ſays by Þ} 


+2 Cor. 12. 4. : 5 Verſe 2. 


- 
* 7 


8 Chriſt's Promiſe to 


the Spirit of prophecy, © Thou wilt not leave my foul 


in hell,” the expreſſion intends no more than that God 
would not leave him in the ſtate of the dead. And 


ſo we muſt interpret that paſſage in the creed called 
the apoſtle's, * he deſcended into hell,” if we receive it 
at all. Whatever they intended who firſt added it, this 


. clauſe cannot be underſtood in any other ſenſe conſiſt- 
ent with truth, than that his ſoul went into the inviſi- 
ble world, where the ſpirits of the ſaints remain in a 


ſeparate ſtate, waiting for the redemption of the bo- 
dy. When therefore our Lord ſays to the penitent 


thief, © this day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe,” 


he intends that his ſeparate ſpirit ſhould be in that 
place to which he was going himſelf. * To be with 
Chriſt conſtitutes the happineſs of the ſaints. 0 © 


The third thing I propoſed to explain is that ex- 
preſſion, To- day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe.” 
This phraſe intimates that his ſoul ſhould immediate- 
ly paſs into glory ; that it ſhould neither be in a place 
of filence and inactivity, nor ſhould deſcend to 2 


Place allotted to purge and purity it. 


But I haſten to the third general head, which is to 


take notice of ſeveral profitable leſſons which - we are 


: taught in this anſwer of our Saviour's to the penitent | 
mee | 3 
Firſt, We obſerve the aſtoniſhing goodneſs of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He heard the inſults and re- 


proaches of his enemies with the moſt profound ſi- 
lence, not a word proceeded from him in anſwer to 
their invectives; but no ſooner doth this humble pe- 
nitent apply to him, than he attends to the voice of 
his ſupplication, and tho' he was himſelf conflicting 
with the greateſt diſtreſs and torture, he vouchſafes to 


give him a gracious anſwer. The requeſt was, Lord, 


remember me when. thou comeſt into thy kingdom. 
Our bleſſed Saviout doth not in return reproach him 


: 
P * 
c 


4 


tze penitent, 2 


with his former crimes, with his i impenicence and ob- 


duracy under the means of grace with which he had 


been favored ; he doth not tell him, it was too late for 
him to hope for mercy, after having led ſuch a wick- 
ed life. He doth not reject him, becauſe he had not 
believed in him before, or becauſe he was juſt now 
expiring, and ſo could have no opportunity of teſti- 
tying his regard to him in the world. No Our Lord 
knew the change which divine grace had wrought in 
him—he ſaw with infinite compaſſion” the penitence 
and remorſe which poſſeſſed his- foul—he knew that 
his proteſſions of reſpect and homage were fincere— 
and that in his heart he ſubmitted to him as conſtitu- 
ted Mediator between God and man: He therefore 
. owned him as a diſciple, and for his ſupport and com- 
fort, gave him the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of happineſs af- 
ter death. The humble ſuppliant aſks, © Lord, re- 
member me when thou comeſt in thy kingdom,” 
Chriſt anſwers, This day thou ſbalt be with me. in 
pon Upon which Grotius obſerves, that our 
ord promiſes more than was aſked. It is as if he 
had ſaid, Thou haſt requeſted, - that 1 would re- 
member you when I take poſſeſſion of my kingdom, 
I will not fo long delay the deſires of thine heart: but 


will grant a — firſt-fruits of the happineſs 


you hope for, this very day : You ſhall die ſate, and 
immediately after death divine pleaſures await you.“ 
Wonderful goodneſs ! Such as could proceed from 

none but him who is goodnels itſelf * * 5 


Secondly, In what dignity doth our Lori Jef | 
_ Chriſt appear! and with what extenſive dominion is 
he veſted } This day thou ſhalt be with me in pa- 
radiſe.“ He ſpeaks Ike a King ; like a King upon nis 
throne. Hanging on a' croſs, attended with every cir- 
cumſtance of infamy and diſtreſs, with what authority 
and majeſty doth he not only undertake to ditpenſe 
3 but to N _ ſeats in nn, 1 ir he 


* 
» 
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had this power in his dying agonies, as undoubtedly” 
he had; how readily ſhould we receive his declaration 
imnce he aroſe from the dead, all power is given un- 
to me, in heaven, and in earth.“ Our once crucified 
Lord is exalted above all principalities and powers, 
and hath authority to give eternal life to whomſoever 
he will. So much ſeems to be intended in that deſ- 
cription Which He gives of himſelf, “I am 
he that libeth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive 
for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of Hades 
and of death.“ Under the word Hades is included 
the whole inviſible world, the ſeat of the bleſſed, as 
well as the priſon of the damned—The paradiſe of 

God, as well as hell the place of puniſhment. Of this 
inviſible world FeſusChriſt hath the keys, i. e. he hath _ 
full power and authority to aſſign to both the righte- 

ous and the wicked, their feparate and very. different 
apartments. He openeth and no man ſhutteth, 

and ſhutteth and no man openeth.” 7 4 

7 7 * | 

\ Thirdly; We may obſerve from our Saviour's anſ- 
| wer to this penitent malefactor, that the fouls of the 
| | righteous: do immediately paſs into a ſtate of bleſſed- 
 - neſs: That this was the happy caſe with the thief, we 
| have already ſuppoſed to be implied in our text; and 
can any one think that this was a privilege peculiar 

| ta him? That this man was honored in this ref} 

above Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Moſes, and the other 
| patriarchs and prophets ? Did the ſoul ſleep with the 
| body, would the apoſtle Paul have been at all in a 
| | ſtrait which he ſhould chuſe, whether to depart or to 
abide in the fleſh ? Would not any chriſtian-chuſe to 
| | = glorify God, however imperfectly, in this world; ra- 


BF ther than be abſolutely incapable of glorifying him at 
| all? Why doth Stephen with holy joy call upon Je- 
| | | ſus to receive his ſpirit, if he was juſt going to leave a 

|| * . fate of active ſerviee for a ſtate of ſilence and inaRi- 
[ vity.? Why does our Saviour repreſent the ſoul of 
| ies 4% Tee. 


. n 


the penitent Thigh 6 a 


Lazarus, as taken into Atlechiin 8 boom ws retain- 


ing a power of action, if ſeparate ſpirits are in a ſtate 
of inſenſibility ? It is obſervable, that, at this very 


time, when Lazarus is ſpoken of as in a ſtate of hap- 8 


pineſs and enjoy ment, the rich man is repreſented /as 
in torments, and his brethren as alive. and in a 


bation ſtate. It is however plain from the ſacred 


ſcriptures, that the ſouls of the righteous do not en- 
joy that compleat happineſs, while: diſunited from the 
body, which they will after wards. When Chriſt comes 
to judgment he vilb reward men according to their 
works. Then will he ſay to the righteous, Come 
ye bleſſed, inherit the kingdom prepared for you: 8 
this plainly implies that they were — in full po 
on oll it i ; and therefore the a 
ipealts of thoſe who look for the bleſſed hope,” con- 


Fel nd e the glorious Fee the on” 


and our Saviour clus Chriſt; #5 
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Fourthly, This —— the mercy and grace _ 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is an argument againſt deſpair 


of che mercy of God. The greateſt, the oldeſt offen- 


ders, have from hence encouragement, though not to 


delay their repentance, yet to repent in hope of their 


obtaining mercy : Here was one Who had been an 
enormous ſinner, and continued, for aught that ap- 
pears, impenitent, till he was actually ſuſpended on 
the croſs, and within a few hours of death; yet, even 


this wretched ſinner, upon his application to our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, finds mercy. Surely then none need 1 | 


deſpair, but all ought to repair to this merciful Hig 

Prieft, who is now highly exalted, to grant repentance 
and temiſſion of fins ; and whoſe precious blood cleans 
ſeth from all ſin. There is no reaſon to be given; 


why the: greateſt and moſt obdurate finner, 'who'is - 
brought to ſubmit to the Saviour and Redeemer of 


men may not expect pardon and acceptance. If ſuch ' 
haners are. excluded under the goſpel diſpenſation, 3 


5 Mat. 25. 34. Tit. Lo: OS 


poſtle, — he 
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there are any of whoſe ſalvation there is no poſſi- 
bility z it muſt be, either becauſe the merits of Chriſt 
are nat ſufficient to purchaſe redemption for them, or 
elſe becauſe they are excluded from the benefit of 
what he hath-done and ſuffered, by the expreſs decla - 
ration of God. As for the firſt of theſe, furely none 
will venture to aſſert, that the merits of Chriſt are not 
ſufficient to purchaſe pardon for the greateſt and vi- 
leſt offender that ever lived. As he is an infinite per- 
ſon, ſo what he did, as our ſurety, is of infinite worth 
and value, enough to anſwer all the demands of the 
law, and to procure a right to all the bleſſings he un- 
gertook to purchaſe. If any then are excluded the 
benefit of Chriſt's mediatorial tranſactions, it is not on 
account of any deficiency in hat he hath dane and 
luffered-;/ it muſt be by an explicit declaration. They 
muſt be excepted, if not by name, yet by deſcription, 
from the general offers of pardon and ſalvation, or 
they have no warrant to except themſelves no reaſon 
to deſpair of meroy, or tu determine that they art᷑ ei- 
ther too great or too old ſinners to be forgi ven. But 
where do we find ſuch exceptions in the word of God? 
Where is it ſaid, that none ſtiall partake of the bene - 
ts purchaſed by Chriſt, whoſe fins have amountedito 
ſach a degree, or ho have continued fo long in them ? 
On the contrary, are not the invitatians of the goſpe! 
made to all withour exception? Came unto me, ſays 
our Lord, & all ye that laborsand are heavy daden, 
and. I vill give you reſt.” © G /Whoſaever will, let 
him take of the water of liſe freely.“ +... Ifeany 
man thitſt. let him cone. Are not the promiſes 
made abſolutely to every one that believerh '? He 
that believeth ſhall be ſaved. $ * Fam that cometh 
do me, 1 will in nd wiſe caſt out.“ There is no ex- 
ception, no excluſion in the goſpel. but of thoſe who 
are finally impenitent and unbelieving. Nor are any, 


- who live under the ſound of the goſpel,cxcluded from 


_ A Mat. 11. 28. 1 Rev. 22. 17. John 7. 37. * 
5 Mark 16. 16. if John 6. 37.27 


— 


the penitent Thief. 8 


- the hope of obtaining faith and repentance, and con- 
ſequently pardon and falvation, but they who commir 
the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which our. Saviour 
tells us ſhall not be forgiven.” All other kinds 
of ſin have been, and may be -pardoned. We find 
ſome of the greateſt tranſgreſſors have been received 
to mercy. Such was Manaſſeh, who filled Jeruſalem 
with innocent blood. Such were the Corinthians, ac- 
cording to the account the apoſtle Paul gives of them, 
in their heathen ſtate. And ſuch have been a multi- 
tude of others, whom God hath called by his: grace.' 
Such was the thief on the croſos; and yet our Saviour 
doth not in the leaſt heſitate to aſſure him of pardon 
after death, upon his expreſſing his faith and repen · 
tance. And we are hereby taught, to ufe the words 
of another, that no impurities of life, though ne- 
ver ſo foul, no crimes, though never ſo black, never 
ſo numerous, ſhut us out from mercy, provided we 
fincerely repent z that the grace of God can recover 
wretches, even when they are at the laſt gaſp, andjuſt 
dropping into everlaſting torments.  Repentance, 
when true, is never too late, and therefore the [thief 
upon the croſs is a ſovereign antidote againſt drſpair;”* 
But it is a moſt horrible abuſe of this doctrine, for any 
to encourage themſelves in fin, from this inſtance of 
the grace of God; and to defer their repentance, be- 
cauſe this man found mercy in his laſt hours. “ As 
to actual repentance itſelf, and ſuch grace being ex- 
tended to thoſe (when they come to death's door) 
who have been profhigate and habitual ſinnets all-their 
days, the moſt that can be inferred from hence is, chat 
ſuch a thing may be, but it gives us no manner of. ſe+ 
_ curity, nor ſo mueh as one poſſible argument that it 
certainly h be. Men may outſtay the day of grace, 
God may deny them both the will and the power 
ty repent z and therefore this example, when truly 
conſidered, is an excellent preſervative againſt pre- 
Jumption.” But this brings me to the 
Fourth propoſition, which is to ſhow, that there is 


— 
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no reaſon, from this inſtance, for any to preſume on 
the mercy of God, ſo as to neglect, ar, defer their re- 
pentance. There are ſo many circumſtances which 
make this an extraordinary caſe, that it muſt be the 
greateſt poſſible madneſs and folly, to reaſon from this 
example, in favor of finners who delay their repen- 
tance to the laſt moment. This, indeed, ſhews that 
God can convert ſinners even in a dying hour, and ſo 
long as ſuch an exertion of divine power and grace 
is poſſible, none ought to deſpair. But there is a vaſt 
medium between deſpair and preſumption, and ac- 
cording to the common courſe of divine grace, there 
is but little reaſon to entertain hopes of thoſe, who a- 
buſe this triumph of the mercy and goodneſs of God, 
to embolden themſelves in impiety and vice, and on- 
ly cry to God for mercy, when they can ſin no longer. 
To prevent ſuch a vain confidence, I - ſhall obſerve 
ſeveral things, which ought, in all reaſon, to keep us 
from ſuch a miſimprovement of this affecting and uſe- 


ful ſtory. g 


Firſt, This is a ſingle example. I do not mean 
that there never was another inſtance, of a ſinner's ob- 
taining mercy in a dying moment; God knows how 
many more there may have been. But there is no other 
recorded in the book of God; and therefore there is 
no other that we can be poſitive about. And what 
color of reaſon is there to conclude, that we ſhall-ob- 
tain the grace of repentance becauſe one man did, 
when ſo many have gone out of the world in an im- 
penitent ſtate. We do not conduct thus in other mat- 
ters. For inſtance, we are told, that Mithridates king - 
of Pontus, had, by a conſtant uſe of antidotes, ren- 
dered himſelf proof againſt all kinds of poiſon, that 
he could drink the largeſt potion without any ſenſi- 
ble eil effect: Would any one, becauſe a ſingle man 
had attained to ſuch ſecurity, venture to take a doſe 
of poiſon; upon the preſumption that it would not at- 
fe&t him, when it is known what an awful effect it 
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hath had upon others ; and that it hath brought mwl- 
titudes to a moſt tragical end? No l- men act more 
cautiouſly where this life is in danger. Alas ! Why 
do we forget all caution, where the life of our preci- 
ous and immortal fouls is concerned, which is of infi- 
nitely greater importance ? Why ſhould we encou- 
rage ourſelves from the inſtance of the penitent thief 
to neglect our ſouls, any more than we do to expoſe 
ourſelves to temporal danger, becauſe others have eſ- 
caped, when in ſimilar circumſtances ? BET ork 


| Secondly, The penitent thief was an extraordinary 
inſtance of faith. Our Lord was, at this time, in the 
depths of his humiliation, he was dying on a croſs, 
and in ſuch circumſtances of infamy and diſtreſs, that 
even his own diſciples ſeemed to queſtion, whether 
this was he who was to deliver Iſrael. But while in 
ſuch a diſgraceful ſituation, this condemned malefactor 
acknowledges him to be a King, owns him as the Meſ- 
ſiah, implores his favor, and carries his views to that 
ſpiritual kingdom, which, as one obſerves, © fleſh and 
blood and human reaſon could never have diſcovered; 
a kingdom, which no eye, but the eye of faith could 
have ever perceived, and which even they, who had 
enjoyed the advantage of three years inſtruction and 
converſation, never yet perfectly underſtood. This 
was a confeſſion ſo reſolute, ſo ſingular, fo illuſtrious, 
that no preacher, no apoſtle, no martyr ever came up 
to the heightening commendations of it; none gave 
ſo ample a teſtimony to the bleſſed Jeſus, becauſe 
none had this peculiar excellence, of giving it under 
ſo many diſadvantageous and diſcouraging circum- 
ſtances.” His faith is yet more illuſtrious, if, as 
moſt expoſitors ſuppoſe, he had not heard of Chriſt. 
before, but embraced the firſt opportunity he ever had 
of confeſſing him. What pretence can wicked and 
ungodly men under the goſpel have, to draw this ex - 


ample into a precedent, to ſupport their preſumption. 


and obſtinate continuance in fin ? Can they make 
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the caſe of a man, who, perhaps, never heard of Chriſt; 


or only tranſiently, and who owned him when every 


one elſe forſook him, a parallel to their's, who have all 
their days fat under the light and preaching of the 
glorious goſpel, and have refuſed to ſubmit to this ex- 
cellent Saviour, now the reproach ot the croſs is ſo ef- 


fectually rolled away, and he is declared to be theSon 


of God with power, by his reſurrection from the dead? 
Why ſhould adelaying ſinner take encouragement from 
this example of the thief, unleſs he were ſure of having 


the ſame ingenuity of mind that he had? It is not, in- 


deed, to be expected, that every ſincere convert ſnould 
attain to the fame eminent degree of faith to which 
he aroſe; no doubt, the leaſt degree of a holy regard 
to Jeſus Chriſt will be accepted. But as it was very 
extraordinary in this man to profeſs Chriſt under ſuch 
peculiar circumſtances ;z ſo it is very uncommon for 
one who has been careleſs and profligate in his life, to 
find a heart to repent, and to reſign himſelf up to 


_* Chriſt in his laſt moments. *Tis true, nothing is too 


hard for omniporent grace, but the enquiry is not 
what God can do, but what, according to his word, 
and his uſual method of dealing with ſinners, we may 
reaſonably. expect he will do; and according to theſe 
rules, we cannot look upon the extraordinary caſe in 
dur text, as eſtabliſhing a precedent for common and 
ordinary caſes. 1 5 | | 


Thirdly, This was an extraordinary time, ſuch as 
will never be again, The Lord of glory was expiring 


ona croſs; it was fitting, that, at ſuch a time, there 


ſhould be ſome illuſtrious trophy of divine power and 
grace. What ſingular glory doth the converſion of 
this ſinner refle& on our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? By this 
he evidenced his ſuperiority to the powers of earth and 
hell, though he ſaw fit to yield, for a time, to their 


-. malice. - In this his moſt humble ſtate, he, as it were, 


led captivity captive, hy reſcuing a foul of which Sa- 


tan doubtlels ſoppeſed himſelf ſecure. The other 
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malefactor ſays to our Lord with an air of inſolen . 
contempt, © If thou be Chriſt, ſave thyſelf and us, ; 
Our 1.ord could eaſily have Jone this and much more, 
but how then would the ſcriptures have been fulfill- 
ed, that thus it muſt be? But though our Lord did 
not come down from the croſs, to anſwer the detnand 
of this hardened wretch, he exerted his power in a 
manner much more worthy of h:mſelf, and agreably 
to the great deſign of his coming into the world; he 
bowed his companion's heart, and ſaved him from the 
wrath which is to come. But what encouragement 
can this afford to delaying finners ? can they ſuppoſe 
that the Son of God will again deſcend from heaven 
and die upon the croſs ? and if ſuch a time and ſuch 
circumſtances are never likely to come again, ſurely, 
no one can argue, with any degree of certainty, that 
he ſhall become a true penitent, becauſe this was the 
baPpy caſe with the thief, for whoſe converſion there 
uch an extraordinary reaſon. 


I might go on, and obſerve the folly and petvetſe- 
neſs of thole who encourage themſelves in delays from 
this example, as it is dreadfully uncertain, whether 
they ſhall have an opportunity, in their expiting mo- 
ments, to repent and commit themſelves into the 
hands of the Redeemer. Many are inatched ſudden- 
ly into the eternal world. Many are deprived 
reaſon by the force of the diſeaſe with which they are 
viſired. Others are ſtupid and inſenſible with reſpeck 
to ſpiritual and eternal things. But the time calls me 
to the Improvement of the ſubject. 


Firſt, From what we have heard we are led to a- 
dore the ſovereignty of divine grace. By ſovereignty; 
I do not intend that God ever ads without the exer- 
ciſe of wiſdom : An infinitely wiſe Being muſt always 
have the higheſt reaſon for what he docs. Nor dare 
I ſay, that he bath no e to any diſpoſition in us, 
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| when he confers pardon and happineſs, But he isnot 


accountable to any of his creatures, nor doth he al- 
ways beſtow his favors on thoſe we ſhould think moſt 
proper to be diſtinguiſhed, nor in the time and way we 
ſhould expect: The Lord ſeeth not as man ſeeth, nor 


are his ways our ways. Behold a miſerable malefac- 


tor exerciling true repentance in his dying moments, 
and received into favor, while the learned Scribes and 
Phariſzes, the rulers and teachers of the people, are left 
1mpenitent and unpardoned ! The boiſterous, inhu- 
man jailor believes and is ſaved; but the hopeful 
young ruler, who accoſted our Saviour with ſo much 
reſpect, enquiring with great ſeeming earneſtneſs, and 
in the prime and vigor of life, about the way of ſalva- 
tion, went away forrowful ! According to our view 
of things, a malefaAor condemned to die for his enor- 
mous crimes would be the moſt unlikely to be ſav- 
ed, bur Chriſt makes him an eminent example of di- 
vine grace. God hath mercy on whom he will have 


| mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.” And that 


which makes the ſovereignty of God the more obſer- 
vable, in this inſtance, is, the diſtinction made between 
the two criminals. Nothing appears but that they 
were equal in their guilt, they had been perhaps part- 
ners in their crimes, as they were conſigned to the 
ſame puniſhment : But behold one is taken, and the 
other left! One remains hardened in his impiety, the 
other is nielred into contrition and the moſt ingenu- 
ous ſorrow ! It was the God of all grace who made 


them to differ. He, by his almighty energy, ſubdued 


the heart of the one, and made him ſuch an illuſtri- 
ous penitent ; while the other breathed out blaſphe- 
mies and reproaches againſt the Son of God, and was 


left to periſh in his ſins. The one hath infinite rea- 


ſon to adore the wonderful grace extended to him, 
the other cannot complain of injuſtice, he received 


© bat the juſt reward of his doings. And we have all 


. reaſon to adore the ſovereignty of God, in ſhewing 


m ercy to one and leaving the other. 
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Secondly, How unreaſonable and dangerous is 
their conduct, who take encouragement from the rhicf 
upon the croſs, to delay their repentance ! This in- 

ſtance, you lee, is every way extraordinary; and therefore 

cannot, with che leaſt ſhadow of reaſon, be taken as a 
precedent, or ſpecimen of God's common method of 
dealing with ſinners. It may, indeed, with reaſon be 
ſuppoſed, that there have been others, who reſembled. 
this thiet in the fincerity of their repentance, as they 
bave been like him in the lateneſs of ir, whom God 
hath received to his mercy 3 but have we nor 
reaſon to fear, that the repentance of moſt, when they 
apprehend themſelves in dying circumſtances, is hy- 
pocritical and deceirful, extorted only by the terrors 
ot an awakened conſcience, and the fear of eternal 
mitery ? Though we are to hope the beſt concern- 
ing particular perſons, yet if we judge by examples, 
can we judge very favorably of death-bed repentan- 

ces? If we examine the after conduct of thoſe, who 
have been raiſed from the gates of death, and who, in 
that ſituation, have appeared with the ſtrongeſt marks 
of humility and penitence ; how very rare is it to find 
any, upon whom the impreſſions of religion have been 
abiding! With reſpect to the moſt, © it hath happen- 
ed unto them according to the true proverb, tne dog 
is turned to his own vomit again; and the ſow that 
was waſhed to ker wallowing in the mire.” And it 
deſerves' particular notice, that even at this extraordi- 

'nary time, when our Saviour was dying on the croly, 
though he had mercy on one of thoſe who were eru- 
cified with him, yet he left the other in a ſtare of 

blindneſs and inſenſibility. The one is, as it were, 

hung up a monument of vengeance, the other is ſer 
up as a trophy of the Redeemer's victory over the 

Prince of darkneſs. There is as much reaſon that the 
one ſhould awaken us to the greateſt attention and di- 
ligence, as that the other ſhould encourage us to hope 

in the mercy and grace of God. Yea, as an attention 

to the great things of religion is every one's immedi- 


— 
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ate duty, and will be followed with unſpeakable ad- 
vantage, and as delays in this caſe are extremely dan- 
gerous, we ought to improve this whole narration, as 
an argument to repentance, inſtead of abuling it to 
harden ourſelves, againſt the methods of inſtruction, 
with which an infinitely merciful God is pleaſed: to 
favor us. e e 
Let us then be excited to repair to our bleſſed Re- 
deemer for pardon and ſalvation. Let none negle& 
it, ſeeing it is a matter of the greateſt importance. Let 
none defer. it, ſeeing life is uncertain, and opportunit 
may ceaſe. Let none give way to dejection and del- 
pair, however great and aggravated their ſins have 
been: You ſee God can extend mercy to ſuch as you, 
in a, conſiſtency with the perfection of his nature, and 
the dignity of his government; and ſo long as he can, 
who can ſay bur he will? Your caſe is hazardous, it 
may not be deſperate, .. The merits of Chriſt are ſuf- 
ficient to atone for the greateſt offences, there have 
been inſtances of great ſinners becoming great peni- 
rents, there is no declaration. in the word that ex- 
cludes you from hope. There can be no, reaſon tor 
. preſumption, or for continuance in an evil courſe, but 
there is great encouragement to be found in the way 
of duty. It is your beſt, your wiſeſt courſe to wait 
upon God, in the ways of his appointment, who can 
tell but he may hear the voice of your ſupplication, 
have mercy upon you, and ſave you? Your caſe is par- 
-* ticularly hopeful, if you are rouſed to a deep concern 
and ſollicitude about your eternal ſtate, Let your 
caſe be what it will, your ſins ſmall or great, many or 
few, the direction ot the goſpel is, © If any, man thirſt 
let him come to me; and the merciful declaration is, 
Him that cometh unta me, I will in no wife caſt out.“ 
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But it is undoubtedly expected by my hearers, that 

T ſhould more particularly addreſs the poor priſoner 
who now ſtands forth in this aſſembly, a ſpeQacle t 
angels and to men Kees Red 
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Unhappy young Mah ! N 3 


Tris at yoor earneſt and repeated deſire; that] have 
taken upon me to be your monitor this day, probably . 
laſt Lor@'s-day you have to ſee on earth. My tao's © 
very ſoon fixed on the ſtory of the penitent thief, up- 
on which I have been diſcourſing. Your ficuation ; is 
in ſome reſpects ſimilar to his Lou have been a ma- 
lefactor as he was—The crime for which you was ap» 
prehended is of the ſame kiod with bis Lou are to | 
die, as he did, a victim to public juſtice. But your » 
caſe is very different from his, if he had never heard © * 
that Jeſus was the Meſſiah till he was hanging on the 
croſs:— Tou have heard this glorious truth all your 
days Lou have ſinned againſt the light of the gol- 
pel, againſt the love and grace of the Redeemer.— 
You have ſlighted the merciful. invitations, and kind 
warnings with which the ſcriptures abound. Tou 
have been an atrocious ſinner—an obdurate of- 
fender. —You have been guilty of ſecret fing—You 
have committed -prelumptuous tranſgreſſions. Lon 
have gone on from one crime. to another, - until your 
iniquity hath found you out, and you are condemned ta 
die by the law of the land. But I mean not to re- 
proach you with your crimes, or to kindle relentmens 
in the minds of my hearers againſt'you—l pity you ; 
from my very ſoul - My bowels ' yearn, when I lov 
upon you—a young man—in the ſtrength and 08 
of life; and who might, in a courle of nature, hayes 7 
lived many years, and have been, had you taken to good. 
courſes, a comfort to your friends, and a bleſſing to 
ſociety, and conſider, that you are, in a few—a very 
days, to be cur off from the land of the living, to ſat- 
fer a public ignominious death. I pity,you {till more, 
when I conſider you as an offender againſt the great 
God, the righteous Governor of the world, and in 
danger of his eternal wrath. You are, in a few days, to 
appear before the judgment ſeatofjeſus Chriſt, of which 


the moſt auguſt tribunal in this world is but a faint 


A 
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emblem There, you are to give an account of the 
things done in the body, of all the actions of your 
wp life—There, you are to hear your final doom.— 
n this ſupreme Court, there will be no occaſion of 
witneſſes to prove your guilt ; or of any to point out 
your violations of the divine law. Your own heart 
will convict you, and conſcience will be inſtead of a 
thouſand witnefſes—T here every mouth will be ſtop- 
ped ; your guilt will ſtrike you dumb. If you fear 
the deſtruction of your body, can your heart endure 
the thought of this infinitely more amazing condem- 
nation ?—Well may your fleſh tremble for fear of 
God; with infinite reaſon may you be afraid of his 
judgment. We wonder not, if, in the contemplation 
of this amazing ſcene, you cry out, in terror and diſ- 
treſs— Who ſhall ſtand before this holy Lord God 
Men and brethren what ſhall I do? 


But, is your caſe deſperate ?—ls there no room for 
hope? Bleſſed be God, there is. I bring you this 
day glad ridings of great joy—The King of heaven 
is a merciful King—He can be juſt, and yer juſtify 
the ſinner that believeth in Jeſus—The blood of 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin The inſtance of our text, 
though it give you no reaſon to conclude that your 
fins will certainly be forgiven, yet, affords a good ar- 
gument againſt deſpair. You may from hence enter- 
tain ſome hope that you are yet within the reach of 
mercy. Have you been a great offender ? Jeſus 
Chriſt is an almighty Saviour—Are you the chief of 
ſinners? attend to the words of an inſpired apoſtle, 
« jt is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave ſinners, 
of whom I am chief.”—ls the wrath of God revealed 
againſt all unrighteouſneſs ? Are we told that © the 
unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God“ 
Are thieves particularly enumerated, in the catalogue 
the apoſtle Paul gives of ſinners who will be excluded 
this bleſſedneſs? Yer hear what this holy apoſtle adds, 
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* ſuch were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, but ve 


are ſanctified, but ye are juſtified, in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God.” & | 
Repeatance, you juſt heard, is never too late, if it 
be ſincere z and it is an everlaſting truth, he that be- 
lieveth ſhall be ſaved. Here then, poor unhappy youth ! 
is a door of hope for you, even for you ;—Behold a 
fountain opened for ſin, and for uncleanneſs, for. wick- 
edneſs of every kind. Look to the Lord JeſusChriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved. Caſt yourſelf on the infinite 
mercy of God, through this divine Redeemer. Our 
glorious Lord is ſeated at the right hand of God, he 
| hath entered into his kingdom, he hath all power 
committed to him' in heaven and in earth. ' Say to 
him, with faith and the deepeſt contrition, Lord, re- 
member me,now thou haſt taken poſſeſſion of thy kingdom 
You have not, indeed, ſuch an extraordinary opportu- 
nity to confeſs Chriſt, nor to ſhew your regard to 
him, as the penitent thief had : Chriſt is now far a- 
bove the impious attempts of his enemies: But you 
may, by an eye of faith, view him as crucified, as 
having given his lite a ranſom ſor ſinners. Tou may 
view him, ſtanding before the throne, as a Lamb that 
had been ſlain, and there pleading the merits of his a- 
toning ſacrifice. Tho? your faith ſhould not attain that 
eminence, which diſtinguiſhed the faith of the thief u 
on the croſs, yet if it be ſincere, it will be graciouſly 
accepted, and gloriouſly rewarded. Gloriouſly reward- 
ed it will be, though you ſhould gain only the loweſt 
ſeat in heaven, though Chriſt ſhauld only remember 
you in his kingdom, and you ſhould be laſt in the 
tokens of his favor and love, | | 


If it ſhould be your happy caſe, to be admitted to 
the receptacle of the bleſſed, and it will be, if you are 
a ſincere penitent and a ſound believer, oh! with 
what humble graticude, will you adore that rich mer- 
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5 Sethe ſovereign grace, which, from the chief of 


inne rs, hath raiſed you, to be a ſaint in glory] and of. 
a condemned malefactor, hath made you a King and 
Prieſt unto God ! With what holy joy, will you con- 


template the wonders of redeeming love ! and praiſe 


the God of all grace, even for thoſe ignominious ſuffer- 
ings, which through his infinite mercy, have been 
made to prepare you for a bleſſed immortality-! This, 


poor condemned criminal ! is the happineſs which the 


goſpel reveals. This is the happineſs we ſincerely 
wiſh you; and which it is poſſible for you, who 
have ſuch a heavy load of ' guilt upon you, to 
attain. And will you not, with unceaſing im- 


. portunity, pray, that God would thus glorify 


the riches of his grace towards you ? Is there no 

er that you will miſs of the bleſſedneſs which 
the goſpel teveals? I muſt faithfully tell you, there 
is. While with pleaſure I repeat that gracious de- 
claration, fo full of encouragement'to ſinners, * He 
that behieveth ſhall be ſaved,” I muſt ſet before you 
the dreadful contraſt, He that believeth nor ſhall. 
be damned.” If you continue in impenitence and 


unbelief, the wrath of God will abide on you; all the 


means that have been uſed, and all the pains that 


have been taken with you, by the miniſters of Chriſt 
and other chriſtians, ſince you have been in a ſtate of 


confinement, (and few have experienced more kind- 
neſs in this regard) all theſe will riſe up in judgment 


to condemn you. The merciful God will have no 
mercy upon you He will baniſh you his preſence 
nund make you fuel for unquenchable flames. This 


ſecond death is infinitely more to be dreaded than 
that which you are ſoon to ſuffer. Be not afraid 


ef them that kill the body, and after that have no 


wore that they can do; but fear him, which after 
he hath killed, hath power to caſt into hell; yea, I 
gay unto you, fear him.” —I have this day ſet before 
vou life and death;blefling and curſing—oh ! be pet- 
Seeded to chuſe life 33 
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_= Our Waere wich ration condeſcenſi- 
on, ſaid to the thief upon the croſs; this day ſhalt 
thou be with me in paradiſe. While the Son of 
God thus diſplayed the dignity of his character, and 
manifeſted his infinite mercy. to the penitent believing 
malefactor ; What ſacred joy wal en ths I wi 
not ſay unhappy, but, thank trul y bleſſed ways to have 
bis pardon ſraled by the lips of his Saviour! To hear 
this kind aſſurance from him; who was the anointed 
Son of God, the King of Iſrael Ho did his beart 
riſe in gratitude to God !-+»How. did he rejoice in the 
thought of with him, whom he acknowledged 
as his Lord How did he antici pate the joys of 
heaven And with what pungent ſorrow muſt he 
afterward be a witneſs of the death of this benevolens 
Saviour Ho muſt he admite his infinite philan- 
And in what a borrid light did he view 
fi — ſins, which: . ed Ne of 

is i rious — W ying agonieg 

of the Son uf Cod be od — he looked to him, and mournecd 
the wickedneſs, the cruelty, and ingratitude of man- 
He was humbled and confoun even though he 
Was aſſured by him who is truth itſelf, that God was 
pacified towards him The larger experience he had 
of the grace of the Redeemer, nn 
tragic ſcene affect and diſtreſs him. 


Lou, l are not i expet exe if you ar | 
ſo happy as 10 be converted to God; that you ſhall | 
have fo ſenſible evidence of this bleſſed change 3 you 
-will not hear Redeemet aſſuring you, with an 
audible voice; that you ſhall have a place in paradiſe 
you will not have an immediate revelation from heaven, 
=_ you are a child of God, and have an intereſt in 
in which God makes it — td his ſaints and peo- 
ple, that they are to have a place in his kingdom, is by 

implanting a principle of - and making theft 


reat and precious promiſes of the goſpel. The way 
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low themſelves in it; and yet; when God thath-merci- 


all your e 


Is rho 


like his on bleſſed fbi. Ir is by their! ſunttifleiſdon 
de makes it clear that they are-juſtified >"! The, Spirit 
witnieffes with our ſpirits, thar we ure the children of 


God, by enabling us to exerciſe thoſe graces, which 
the ſcriptufe makes the' marks of God's children. It 
is while they walk not after the fleſh but after the 


Spirit, that they attain to the bleſſed ſarisfaction, that 
there is no condemaation belonging to them. You 
poor priſoner ! are not like to have much time to 
yourſelf by cheſe marlts of grace. You cannot 
certain, how you ſhould behave; if | you was again al- 
lowed to appear on the ſtage of action, and was anew 
expoſed to the ſnares and tomptations of this preſent 
evil world. You have known, young 'and-inexperi- 
enced as you ate, you have known — 

a5 _— 


beds, who have had ſuch views of lin, 
have been very confident; they ſhould never! again 


fully ſpared them, they have relapfed into their for- 
mer vices ; yea, have become more hatdened and im- 


pious than ever. How do you 'know.?: how: carr you 


know, that you ſhould: not be like rHiefe, if you hid 
opportunity Tou are not like to have fuch op 
tunity But as ſach inftances ſhew you the treache 
of the human heart, be very jealous of» yourſelf very 
cautious how you thitik your ſtate ſafe e eatefuſ to 
lay the foundation right. Other foundation can 
no man lay; beſides what is laid, which is Chriſt Je- 
Tos.” All your dependence-nwaſt be upon him ; and 
xpectations from him. Through him alone, 
you can hope for pardon. From him you maſt de- 


rive that divine principle, and that hol * > mv 
Make it 


your conſtant prayer, that you may not be deceived 
in a matter of ſuch infinite importance. Adopt the 


language of the holy pſalmiſt, Search me, O God, 
and know my heart, try me, and know my thoughts, 
and ſee if there be any wicked way in me, and lead 


the penitent Thief. 


me in the Way evexlaſting ? It wauld be dreadful in- 
deed J tgalęave the wopld: with a ly m your right 
hand; to fai from the maſt tow ting s ot future 
bleſſedneſs, into an abyſs of darkneſs and. miſery. Be 
earneſt) wirh N that you 


may nat meet with ſuch ana 
ü anenx bote nns ie eee 
NMqne, of us, who are now. with. you befare the Lord. 
afp able coitalls the time af inur death Tout time is 
fixed Vor ſentenqe is pfanounged In leſs than a 
week, your days will be extinct, the grave will be 
ready ny Nau are to die before a nunierdus 
| Wings pecators., The infamy, which, will at- 
tend your death, is a circumſtance of lice impor - 
tance. Your great concern ſhould be, that your foul 
may ie ſafes. Commit this ĩpeſtimable treaſute, your 
precious and immortal ſpirit, into his hands, who is 
able to keep that which you commit unto him againſt 
that day. Think of the r of your ſins— THink 
of the glory of Chriſt— Think what he hath: done for 
ſinful man, that he hath laid down bis life a ſacriſice 
Think what he is now doing, that he is interceding 
for ſinners in the court of heaven — Think of the ex- 
ceeding greatneſs of his power, as well as riches of 
his grac—bumbly plead for mercy. Like the poor 
pubſiean, ſmite on yopr breaſt and ſay, God be mer- 
cifol toe a ſinner ot take to yourſelf the language 
of kbe penitent chiefs Lord, remember me in thy 
kingdom. | $44 40 af r a2 UT GIT 


{ >Neves akibk your work dane while. you have a mo- 
ment;to lyye--make much of the little time you have + 
before y ounoconſtandy read the holy ſcriptures - be 

diligent an ybur de vout addreſſes to him who only can 


work in you. te will and todo of his gaod pleaſure 


Aod. Goch fotbid !chat we ould -ceafe tb pray, that 
He wguld extend, his dompaſſion and grace tb you, 
and that he geſtructioh of your body may prove the 
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falvation of your eu- lt may be an | 
to you in your prayers, babe der ner 
you on their hearts at the thrqae m 


| And how, I bacerely ſay, Farewell Erbe God of 
heaven have - mercy on you and blefs you, and fave 
you with an everlaſting ſalvation God knows whe- 
ther we ſhall ever again ſee each other's face in this 
world z may he, of his infinite mercy, gran us's haps” 
py meeting at the right hand of Jeſus Chriſt nn 
I ſhould gladly make ſome more pantioular im- 
ement of the ſubject we have been upon, and of 
| The e melancholy ſpectacle before us, to this numeroum 
aſſembly, many of whom their curioſity hath. led hi- 
ther at this * But 4 oy rr hr ant ane pe- 

tlence Already... | "4 . 

Tou ſee an rt CO: young __ ee 00 dle | 
by the ſentence of the civil | magiſtrate—Look upon 
him—and- be thankful for thoſe reſtraints, of divine 

grace, whereby you have been kept from ſuch pos 
en tranſgreſſions, as, in the righteous ju 
ment of God, often terminate in ignominious poniſh - 
ment; and 'carneſtly pray. that he would ſtill keep 

you from ſuch evil practices. When you fee this 25 
conſequence of Wbulging vice, let it make 


watchtul againſt \ your own: Ms ann. and gat © | 
ven the occaſions of fin. 9 


May out children and young people be awakened 
to think on their ways, and to turn their foe. into the 
path of God's commandments Behold I O our. 
cCdildten and youth I what ic is t © the Holy 
Spirit of God, by rebelliag againſt him, and reſiſting 
the Kind martives he ſets Fa you. Vo che ies 
at the higheſt pitch of wickedneſs at once. Tou be- 


gin with N you think ſmaller- ene and - 


N 
the penifent "Thief i 


indulge to ſerret ſins _ — voice of con- 
— grieve the Spirit © voke him to 

leave you to town heatrs luſts; — 1 | 
* ſe may carry you, nor in what they 
may end. Tbis poor man, perhaps a few years ago 
thought as little of ſuch an early and igneminious 
death, as any of you. Nothing can be ſo effectual a 
ſecurity aguinſt ſuch great tranſ e n ee 


of — This will ſecure the protection 
of him Ann, 2 wag, 7d 
gainſt him. 

UB IVA YL "Y * 


Perhape; 


| „ l 
crimes were brought to light, would receive puniſh- 
ment from men; but remember; that you cannot e- 


ſeape the righteous judgment of God. Or however 


innocent you may be according to the law of _ 
et you ſtand condemned by the law of God. In 
ſight no fleſh living can be juſtified. You 52 
ſoon die, and give an account to him who will judge 
the world in ght teouſneſs. Near as this condemned 
criminal is to death, you may be taken out of the 
world before firm. Tes, tis poſſible, 855 he o__ oY 
made u monytrient bf dvine | > 
now look upon bim as an © 
on, may be 


Are aw G00 by wicked pits ? This 
places you in'a worſe ſtate, than any temporal puriſh- 
— in itſelf conſidered, could put you in. . - aw are 

every moment expoſed to everlaſting de 
which is worſe than death. Oh ! By to Chrift now, 
while there is hope. I have ſet before this poor . 
ſoner the only way in which he can be ſaved. en | 
is but ope way” of 'falvation for. you and. for him. 
Make hifte; mike nos you run a dreadful ven- 1 
ture every moment t off this important con- 
dern, becauſe the * t may finiſh your time 
bf probatjon, and begin your everlaſting doom. 


* 
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Ae h poſfhle, one whit) has HN ed all- his days in ſin, 
may repent in his laſt Moments. But: will you ven: 
nur your eternal all un 4 bare poſſibility 2: Tis. poſt 
Gble, yau may be the richeſt man in the univerſe; but 
— not ve eye rote wagon mad - man, o, upes ſuch 

lect to uſe means to procute 

A 1 2 — is greater, inſinitely giea | 
ter, to neglecł che care of aur ſoula. which: are made 
for eternity, and are in · danger af being loſt foreyer, 
Boaſt not —— : knowelt nut 
what a day may bring forth. Many, whe: BAYER: der 
pended on a future opportunity, have been cut off in 


their ſus, and chcir Locle haue been Joſt Foravet, 


1. * enen nnd est al who may attend = 
execution uf this poor condemned criminal, to lay th 
heart ſuch an affecting light, and to behave with der 
eency; anch ſeriouſneſs on ſuch a ſolemn ocean. A 
may the ſawful ſpectacle be a means of inſtuction an 
amendment to ſinners 1 May they find their hearts 
ſuitably impreſſed; and ſincerely teſolve that wherein 
they have done iniquity, they will, de, ſo no more}. 
Let us all implore the Spirit and grage of Godeto 
prelerve us from the great tranſgreſio from evexy 
viglation, of his holy Hu And. ec hear cc 
fear and not dare 0 do ſo wickedly tots ad * n 


Let tho vho have! regſon to think their peace is 
ea evi Pepe „that, ben, they: ene 
ey 85 thal go to he with.Chriſt, in paradiſe, give 

[ta ee bach fo r. Aiſtingviſheg 
Wem. Who maketh thee to differ from other men 7 
from thoſe who live in vice and Gn,?—or. from this 
pos pridner ? 0 whag haſt thou that thou. didſt ao 
N No it thay didſt receive, it, why doſt thou 
Gery as i chou hadſt not received it ii It god. hath 
zus diſtinguiſhed us, let us adore the ſovereign mex- 
<y of God which hach: not o nen Abe 
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out of the burning, but raiſed us to the hopes of a. 
bleſſed immortality. | 


| While you give glory to God who. hath called and 
ckoſen you, let me beſpeak your earneſt prayers to 
God for this poor young man, that God would give 
him true repentance, and diſplay the riches of his 
grace in his everlaſting ſalvation. . 


{\ 


Let us with gratitude and joy think of that bleſſed 


time when Chriſt will receive us into his kingdom 


when we ſhall be delivered from the trials and diffi- 
culties of life—when we ſhall be no more witneſſes of 


the crimes of others—and ſhall ourſelves be free from 


thoſe remains of ſin which attend us in this world, 


and ſhall be perfectly holy and perfectly happy. God 


fe that this may be the portion of each one of us, 
r the ſake of his dear Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 1 
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The RIGHT HAND of FELL Ox w- 
SHIP, by the Reverend Dr. EL ior. 

9 the b d and MY POocon. 
HE Fathers of New-England, having left their 
1 native land to avoid human impoſitions in the 
worſhip of God, were ſollicitous, in laying the 


foundation of theſe Churches, to keep as cloſe as 
poſſible to the ſcriptural and apoſtolic plan. 


Their deſire of conforming to this rule is particular 
ly to be obſerved in the ordination-of miniſters ; in 
which, without any interpoſition of authority, there 
hath been a remarkable uniformity from the firſt ſets = 
tlement of the country unto the preſent day. Theſe © 
ſolemnities have ever been cee with a venerable 
decorum, and at the ſame time a truly goſpel fim- 
plicity. "IE oe 

As our Fathers found no warrant for dioceſan Epiſ- 
copacy in the New-Teſtament, they thought it unrea- 
ſonable to confine the power of ordination to Biſhops, 
as they are now by cuſtom and human conſtitution 
diſtiaguiſhed from Preſbyters ; they choſe, agreable 
to ſcripture - example, to ſeparate their miaiſters by 
Prayer and the laying oa the haads of the Preſbytery. 


That they might be ſure. not to teach for doctrines 
the commandments. of men, the Charge to thoſe who 
have been introduced into this ſacred office hath been 
-uſually given in the words of inſpiration. . None, we 
ate witneſſes this day, can be found more expreſſive - 
of the paſtoral duty, none better calculated to reach 
the heart. When we ſpeak in our own name, we 
have a right to deliver - own ſentiments, and to uſe 


% % ' 


— 


of ; — [. 34 ] 
our own Tanguage. But when we ſolemnly charge'in 
the name of God, it will always be ſafeſt to utc the 
language of the Holy Ghuſt 1 
The giving the right band on theſe occaſions hath 
never been eſtee ted a part of ordination, or any way 
eſſential to it. It is, however, an action full of mean- 
ing ; it hath been adopted by great part of the Chri- 
ſtan Church at the ſeparation of miniſters, and ought 
always to be accompauied with correſpondent ſenti- 
If we cannot plead an expteſs inſtitution for this 
fignificant rite, we are yet authorized in the uſe of it 
by apoſtolic example. When James, Cephas, and 
John,“ fays the apoſtle Paul, perceived the grace 
| = OI en, they gave to me and Barnabas 
be right of fellowjhip, that we ſhould go 
1 «unto the heathen®?, - + ; | | 
| , The expr-flion, perceived the grace that was given 
to me, doth not refer to Paul's private character as a 
Chriſtian, but to the public character of an Apoſtle, 
which be ſuſtained by the ſpecial appointment of Jeſus | 


| James, Cephas and John, did not hefitate, by this 
action, to own Paul and Barnabas, though called to the 
Apoſtolate long after them, as their Fellow-!aborers, 
their Equals in digvity ard authority. Ard though 
Barnabas had been employedin the miniſtry befure Paul, 
yet being now joined together in the ſame work, no 
distinction was rpade, they received the fame token of 


A dn ſymbol, the giving the right hand, theſe 

Apoſtles further intended To —— Beal | 

Aa and Barnabas on their advancement to a ſtation of o 
ene ie 


1 7 


— Fidere alfeliieg for chem Aud their 
readinels to all offices of irieadihip and bee. * 


Ia humble imitation of chele holy men, and, it is hop- 
ed, with ſome degree of that godly fincetity which po- 
ſeſſed their minds z 1 do, by the prep. —— 
Council here convened, and in their name, giv 
Beloved Brethren, the Right Hand of Fellow, ip. By "By tis 

emphatic token, we declare our intire ſatisfaction 
the ordination ou have received: We- i 
you ta be Miniſters of the Neu- Teſtament: And 
Peſtors of this Church of Chriſt-z regularly introduced 
into this important tation ; veſted with full a 
to adminiſter all the ordinances of the Goſpel 3 and to 
ſeparate others to the wotk of the miniſtry, whenever 
you ſhall in Providence be called to it. 


We, the miniſters of Chriſt, own you to be our 
equals in office z we aſſure you we will not uſurp do- 
minion over you. We are perſuaded you will not ar- 
tempt to exalt yourſelves above your Brethren. 

The glorious God, we truft having counted 100 
faithful, hath put you into the miniſtry. We congra- 
tulate you, that, by fixinz you as lights in this golden 
candleſtick, r g jou an ppportubity to be ex- 
teuſively uſeful. member, Sirs, this ſtation will be 
honoradble to you ſo far, and o tar only, 4 OR: 
good miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, | 


We have a tender ſympathy with you, when we con- 
ſider the difficulties and diſcouragements you will meet 
with, in the work to which you have devoted yourſelves, . 
You may, depend a the ee 6s ah eee 


vou. which is more, if you . 
e ts 
we can promile.y94 A nl of 
pra: Heal oth Oh 
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5 
We know not whit beiter'to wiſh you; ten that 
you may enjoy the comforts of the goſpel you preach, 
and that after a long and ſucceſsful miniſtry, +. yin 
each of you, receive the reward of a good and faithful 
my from Him who holdeth che ſtars in his right 
© The Addreſs to the Brethren of the Church. 
_ . © Honored and Beloved, - Þ e 
This Church bath been diſtinguiſhed by a ſucceſſion 
of able and faithful miniſters. The praiſe of thoſe who 
| Have ſtood in a paſtoral relation to you is ſtill in all the 
_ Churches. The holyThacher—The judicious/Pillard— 
' The accompliſhed Penberton— The learned Prince— 
The pehterrating Cumming. — Men who will be had in 
everlaſting remembrance, But, among theſe great and 
good men, there is no one whoſe, name I mention with 
more pleaſure, or whoſe memory deſerves greater re- 
ſpe& from you, than that of the excellent Dr. Scwall, 
Who during the courſe of fifty ſix years was your faith- 
Fol and laborious Paſtor, and whoſe venerable head ſo 
© lately adorned this deſk. The Lord reward the kind - 
nei you have ſhewed to the houſe of his ſervant, and 
which, we doubt not, you will be ready to continue ! 
By the death of this Man of God, and the reſig- 
nation of our dear Brother.“ who for a ſhort time ſerved 
Wich him as a Son in the Goſpel, you were left as ſheep 
without a ſhepherd. We ſincerely mourned your be- 
_ xeaved ſtate. We hope God is oow ſhining upon his 
 ſantuary which hath been deſolate. We truſt that, un- 
dier his influence, you have been led into ſo unanimous 
n choice of theſe his ſervants, who have now devoted 
themſelves to the work of the Lord, and to the ſervice 
of your ſouls. © May you long rejoice in their light! And 
may they meet you all at the right hand of Chriſt in 
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the great day of his appearing | AMEN. 
| 2 The Rev. Mr. Saut Blais 


* mandment I give unto yeu, that ye love one 


to lord it over God's heri 
unalienable prerogative over thao 


Jatolerant ſpirit. Perſecuted at bome, they 
which, tho? now a pleaſant land, was then an | Ina 


they took eare to plant Goſpel Churches, a - 
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HE Gere Rebaions (char hoop obtained in 
rhe world have'uſyally been diſtinguiſhed e, 
rr r e e ee ee wh 5 
ones 57 99559 160 1 
| "Obs Bleſſed, Maſter would have bis followers known 

by their mutual Love and Charity). A new com- 


« another ; as I have loved you, that ye alſo love 
* one another; by this ſhall all men know that ye 
« are my diſciples, if ye have Jove one to another. 
Happy had it been if Chriſtians had never 'devigted 
from this excellent rule ! But alas How greatly-hath 


the Chriſtian Church degenerated, from that temper. 


which the Goſpel of Chriſt ever r hends, and of 
which he ſat ſo amiable an example lte a difpoſitioh 
8, and to invade his 
Eonſciences of men ty 


Oun Illuſtrious Fathers ſeverely felt the rage of an 
an 
Aſylum abroad. Providence conducted them to this, 


pitable ſhore, a howling wilderneſs, | | 
Tarzty had no ſooner e denne thre, than 
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38 The Right-Hand of Fella. 


; *necks had been deeply galled by the yoke of Dioceſan 

Ejpiſeopacy, they had no diſpoſition to wear it again; 
= but took the freedom to forma conſtitution more 
7, agreable to the ſacred /Oraclet, and mere friendly to 
5 + the liberties of men. by 
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Nun v expreſly diſclatnedthe name of Independents. 
| Congregational was the title by which they choſe to 
- diſtinguiſh theſe Churches. They agreed to maintain 
Communion. with each other; and early declared for 
e unſociation of Churc bes, for their, mutual help and 
| ſupport; and- tho this wiſe and judicious plan hath 
not been formally or explicitely received, yet a parti- 
xCular.union and connection hath always been practically 
ſuppoſed. There hath eonſtantly (as Was. Sbſer- 
ved by the Synod in 1662) “ there | hath ,conftantly 
been in theſe Churches a profeſſion of communion, 
in giving the Right Hand of Fellowſbip at the gathe- 

_ {ring of Churches, and ordination of Elders; which 

| Iemporteth a Conſociation, and obligeth to the practice 
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„ Brsipzs this particular. deſign of owning and 
. eaſtrengtbening the relation Vhich the Churches of 
31 | aNew-England ſtood to one another, there was this 
1 more general view in giving and receiving the Rigbt- 
| : upon theſe occaſions, to remind both Miniſters 
and. Churches, that they ought, to join in offices of 
dove, and to be examples of this Excellent and Chriſtian 
Femper. , ne ee II I oY. 
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. In the uſe of this Ggnificant rite, * Fathers, who 

ever kept the ſcriptures in view, had apoſtolic exam- 
ple. It cannot therefore be placed among thoſe in- 
ventions of men, which deſtroy the purity of Chriſtian 
22 | worſhip. 
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worſhip. - But as it was not an expreſs Inſtitution, ir- 
hath never been enjoined as neceſary; or effehtidl t 
the ordination of a miniſter, though, I belieye,it hath 
been invariably practiſeeece. 

R 


In conformity to the practice of theſe Churches, and 
with the- moſt ſincere affe&tion to you; my Brotbes, 
I do, by the appointment of the Council now conve 
ned, and in the name of the Churches whoſe meſſen-* 


gers we are, and of the Miniſters here preſent,” give” 


you the Ripbi-band of Fellowſhip: By this action, 


we pubficlyacknowledge you to be a Miniſter of the: 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. We declare bur willingneſs to 
help, ſupport, and encourage you in the work com- 
mitted to-you, according to our ability and opportu- 
nity— We-wiſh you ſucceſs in your ſacred” miniſtra-' 
tions; and ſhall heartily rejoice 'in/ your gifts, your 
fidelity, your uſcfulneſs, your acceptancſſee.. 
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Ar the time I give you my hand, remember, Sir, 


breaſt, that I feel in my own ; and that you will ex 


hibit yourſelf, and inculcate on your hearers, a ſpirit 


of candor, of benevolence, and univerſal charity. 
Yov- are deſcended from a Race of Anceſtors who 


have done worthily for God in their day and genera 


tion ; ſome of whom were among the firſt Miniſters 


of New-England. May you prove yourſelf worthy 


vont honorable deſcent | - May you have the approba- 


tion of your great Maſter: /.and receive the yup | 
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The Bight Hand of fal-, 30 © 


I receive yours The fame friendſhip and brotherly _ 
kindnefs you have a right to expect from ws, we off | 
our part expect from yon doubt not, my Brother, 
that you have the like warm affeQion animating your 
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of a good-and faichful fervant los Him. de 
Lord and Judge of all! 0 


"Our Beloved Brethren of this Church, F 
Wren it pleaſed the Sovereign Lord of life, to taks 
to himſelf that Man of God, who had, for a long 
coutſe of years, laboured among you, with exemplary 
diligence and fidelity, and, we hope, with great ſuc- 
_ cels, we trembled for the Ark of God in this place; 
ve were deeply affected with your diviſions, and the 
er 'weadlaw you in of falling into unhappy conten- 
tions and alienations. We congratulate you on your 
preſent union and harmony, and on the agreadle = 
* this day affords you. 
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Nom: have iavited your Siſter C cl to join in 
one of the moſt ſolemn tranſactions in the world ; we 
have attended your call, and have ſhown our readineſs 
to thoſe acts of communion and Chriſtian fellowſhip 
to which we have beea invited, 


You have: early preſs'd this our dear Brother into 
your ſer vice, we truſt you will conſider his tender age. 
that you will make the moſt kind allowances, and do 
all you can to ſtrengthen his hands and encourage his 
heart. We ſincerely pray that he may be a rich blei- 
ſing to you; and that you may be his crown and j Joy 
in the day of the Lord. . 
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Mar God Almighty, who is witneſs 05 this d 
Solemnity, preſerve every one concerned in it, * 
every thing that would contradict our profeſſions and 
— 4 — And may we all encreaſe in — Chiſ- 

tian diſpoſition, till we meet in the realms of * 
and i above | AMEN. 
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